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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 987.46 

a deferment, the Committee may re-
quire, if it deems it necessary, the han-
dler to have made, at his own expense, 
such inspection as may be necessary 
for a determination as to whether such 
dates conform to the applicable re-
quirements for dates that may be set 
aside under this paragraph. As a condi-
tion to the Committee approving the 
deferment, the handler shall agree in 
writing that: (1) He will adequately 
mark and identify the set-aside graded 
dates as such and hold them separate 
and apart from other dates; (2) the 
graded dates will not be removed from 
the stacks in which so set aside with-
out the prior written permission of the 
Committee; (3) inspection of the dates 
by the Committee will be permitted at 
any reasonable time; and (4) if the 
quantity, quality, or size of the set- 
aside dates is found by the Committee 
at any time to be deficient, the handler 
will promptly set aside such additional 
or substitute quantity of graded dates 
as is necessary to correct the defi-
ciency. 

(f) Upon the Committee prescribing, 
with the approval of the Secretary, 
minimum standards for inspection of 
field-run dates and appropriate admin-
istrative rules and regulations, a han-
dler may, in accordance therewith and 
the provisions of this paragraph, sat-
isfy all or any part of his obligation to 
withhold restricted dates by setting 
aside field-run dates or by disposing of 
field-run dates in outlets prescribed in, 
or pursuant to, § 987.56. The field-run 
dates shall be of such quality or size as 
shall be prescribed in such rules and 
regulations. The setting aside, direct 
disposal, and disposal of any field-run 
dates set aside shall occur prior to Sep-
tember 30 of the crop year in which the 
withholding obligation occurs. Prior to 
the disposal or setting aside of the field 
run dates, the handler shall have had 
them inspected to determine the 
weight of dates eligible to satisfy with-
holding obligation. Upon such disposal 
or setting aside of the field-run dates, 
the handler shall be credited with sat-
isfaction of his restricted obligation to 
the extent of the eligible weight of 
dates. In permitting the handler to so 
satisfy his withholding obligation the 
Committee shall require the handler to 
agree in writing that: (1) Any field-run 

dates set aside will be held separate 
and apart from other dates and appro-
priately marked; (2) such dates will not 
be removed from the stacks in which so 
set aside for substitution of other 
dates, disposition, or for any other rea-
son without prior written permission of 
the Committee; and (3) inspection of 
said dates by the Committee will be 
permitted at any reasonable time. In 
order to satisfy a withholding obliga-
tion by direct disposal of field-run 
dates into cull outlets, the disposal 
shall be under the supervision of the 
Committee and through persons on a 
Committee approved list of feeders and 
manufacturers. The handler may, upon 
giving prior notice to the Committee of 
any of the following proposed actions 
with respect to field-run dates withheld 
and obtaining its approval, (i) dispose 
of any such set-aside, field-run dates in 
the same manner as provided for direct 
disposal (ii) grade such dates and have 
the graded dates certified as market-
able dates and withhold or dispose of 
such marketable dates as restricted 
dates, or (iii) substitute for the set- 
aside, field-run dates an equivalent 
quantity of marketable dates which he 
shall withhold or dispose of as re-
stricted dates. 

[27 FR 6818, July 19, 1962, as amended at 29 
FR 9707, July 18, 1964; 36 FR 15039, Aug. 12, 
1971; 43 FR 4253, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.46 Revisions of percentages. 

The Secretary may, on recommenda-
tion of the Committee submitted prior 
to January 31 of the crop year, or on 
the basis of other information avail-
able to him, increase the free percent-
age to conform with such new relation 
as may be found to exist between trade 
demand for free dates and available 
supply of marketable dates of applica-
ble grade and size. Upon any revision in 
the free and restricted percentages the 
control obligation of each handler with 
respect to free dates handled or cer-
tified for handling or for further proc-
essing by him for the entire crop year 
shall be recomputed in accordance with 
such revised control percentages. The 
handler shall be permitted to select, 
insofar as practicable, under the super-
vision and direction of the Committee, 
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the particular dates to be removed 
from any dates withheld. 

[27 FR 6818, July 19, 1962, as amended at 43 
FR 4253, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.47 Surplus. 
All cull dates and all substandard 

dates, including such dates blended 
with varieties within the generic term 
dates not regulated by this part, except 
any utility dates released to human 
consumption outlets pursuant to 
§ 987.56, are surplus dates of any crop 
year. No handler shall ship or deliver 
such surplus dates to other than the 
Committee or its designee(s) for dis-
position in eligible outlets for such 
dates, except that any producer or han-
dler may dispose of any such surplus 
dates of his own production within his 
own livestock feeding operations. Sur-
plus dates delivered to the Committee 
shall be disposed of by it, in those out-
lets specified in § 987.56, at the best 
prices attainable and the proceeds re-
turned pro rata, after deduction of 
Committee costs, to equity holders. 
The Committee may assist handlers 
with the cleaning, storage, or delivery 
of surplus dates and may, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, establish rules 
and regulations necessary and inci-
dental to administration of this regula-
tion. 

[27 FR 6818, July 19, 1962, as amended at 43 
FR 4251, Feb. 1, 1978] 

CONTAINER REGULATION 

§ 987.48 Container regulation. 
Whenever the Committee deems it 

advisable to establish a container regu-
lation for any variety of dates, it shall 
recommend to the Secretary the size, 
capacity, weight, or pack of the con-
tainer, or containers, which may be 
used in the handling or packaging of 
dates, or both. If the Secretary finds 
upon the basis of such recommendation 
or other information available to him 
that such container regulation would 
tend to effectuate the declared policy 
of the act he shall establish such regu-
lation and notice thereof showing the 
effective date shall be sent by the Com-
mittee to all handlers of record. After 
the effective date of such regulation, 
no handler shall handle dates of such 
variety except in accordance with such 

regulation and all other applicable re-
quirements in effect pursuant to this 
part. 

QUALIFICATIONS TO REGULATION 

§ 987.50 Application after end of crop 
year. 

Unless otherwise specified the regula-
tions and the bonding rates established 
for any crop year shall continue in ef-
fect with respect to all free dates for 
which control obligations have not 
been previously met, until regulations 
and bonding rates are established for 
the new crop year. Thereupon the with-
holding obligations for all free dates 
handled or certified for handling or for 
further processing during such crop 
year shall be adjusted to the newly es-
tablished percentages and a similar ad-
justment shall be made in any bond or 
bonds already given for that crop year. 

[27 FR 6818, July 19, 1962, as amended at 43 
FR 4253, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.51 Interhandler transfers. 
Transfers of dates may be made from 

one handler to another, and each han-
dler who so transfers any such dates 
shall immediately upon the completion 
of the particular transfer notify the 
Committee of the transfer, specifying 
the date of the transfer, the quantity 
and variety of dates involved, and the 
name of the receiving handler. If such 
transfer is wholly within the area of 
production, the assessment and with-
holding obligations shall be placed on 
the handler agreeing to assume them: 
Provided, That in the absence of the 
Committee receiving notice of a spe-
cific agreement on such obligations, 
the buying handler shall be held ac-
countable. If such transfer is from 
within the area of production to any 
point outside thereof, the assessment 
and withholding obligations shall be 
met by the handler within the area of 
production. Except for packed dates in-
spected and certified for handling prior 
to transfer and which are not repacked, 
any receiving handler (other than a re-
packer not otherwise a handler, who 
shall comply with § 987.53) shall comply 
with the requirements of § 987.41 on all 
dates, but this shall apply to repacked 
dates previously inspected and cer-
tified for handling only if the handler 
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